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Although the normative legal framework regarding position and protection of equality of the LGBTTIQA 
community could be appraised as satisfying, social position of the LGBTTIQA people is still far from 
satisfactory. 

After visiting Serbia in 2011, Thomas Hammarberg, Commisioner for Human Rights of the Council of 
1Europe expressed his concerns regarding omnipresent homophobia in Serbian society . The latest report 

by European Comission regarding advancemets of Serbia underlines the necessity of the stronger 
integration of the most vunerable groups in the society, LGBTTIQA population being among those 

2
groups.  

Among all of the issues LGBTTIQA people face in Serbia, inconsistent or completely absent enforcement 
of the existing protective legislation is one of the biggest problems. Although the daily existence of 
LGBTTIQA citizens in Serbia often consists of physical and verbal attacks, threats and inappropriate 
comments, no verdict regarding hate crimes motivated by homophobia and transphobia has been 
brought as of today. Institutions whose line of duty concerns such cases not only fail to enforce the 
existing legislation, but they most often fail to react timely and in an appropriate manner.

We find it also important to mention that no legal institution in the country has ever taken in 
consideration calling upon the Artecle 54a of the Serbian Criminal Code since it was put in the books in 
2012. It was never even considered while bringing the verdict, although cases of hate based crimes 
regarding LGBTTIQA population are in no way a rarity in Serbia.

These were just a few of the reasons that motivated us to establish the  association and to Da Se Zna!
open online platform through which every LGBTTIQA person could safely and anonymously dasezna.lgbt 
report violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and/or gender identity. 

Our team has recorded 75 cases between Februry the 1st of 2017 and February 26th of 2018. This 
number is the most obvious indicator of the position of LGBTTIQA population in Serbia. That position is 
far from satisfactory,   as members of the LGBTTIQA population still face many safety risks in the country, 
despite frequent efforts of the current regime to present Serbia as a non-homophobic and tollerant 
country.

LGBTTIQA movement has developed and reformed itself and searched  for new ways to manifest itself 
since its establishing days in the second half of the 1960s. Political participation as a new „momentum“ in 
the fight for equality of LGBTTIQA people deeply modifies our social movement. It brings the issues 
regarding sexual orientation and gender identity right in the spotlight of the political arena from the 

3position in social margins.  It creates the opportunity to influence the public opinion and its impulse, and 
also to bring the institutions of the system closer to the members of LGBTTIQA community through the 
context of participation in democratic elections. The issue of visibility of the LGBTTIQA community was 
mentioned more than once. Although the community benefits from political participation of publicly 

1Izveštaj Tomasa Hamarberga, Komesara za ljudska prava Saveta Evrope, str. 4, Strazbur 2011.
2Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic  a nd Social 
Committee and the Committee of the Regions, Serbia 2016 Report, Brussels 2016.

3A view to the political participation of LGBTI people, Victory institute, 2016.
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area where other circumstances and identities surrounding the participants must also be taken into 
4consideration.  With every openly LGBTTIQA person who enters the political arena, LGBTTIQA 

community moves a little from the social margins. Nevertheless, their participation in the field of politics 
does not necessarily imply that they would work for the benefit of LGBTTIQA people in general. 

Political participation of the LGBTTIQA community does not mean only active participation in the public 
spotlight of politics as a line of work, but also the active usage of one’s voting rights, be it in local, 
parliamentary  or presidential elections. Without any exact number, as not all LGBTTIQA people are 
outspoken about their identity, it is a general approximation that some 10% of every population are 
members of the LGBTTIQA community. In political context, this number is very important, not only as a 
big part of electorate, but also as a number of people to count on in various political calculations. With 
these numbers in consideration, we tend to emphasize the importance of the political participation of 
LGBTTIQA citizens and interest the political parties in the problems members of LGBTTIQA community 
face. As members of the Da Se Zna! organization, whose daily work includes communication with people 
in the LGBTTIQA community, we are certain that LGBTTIQA people would take candidates’ attitudes 
regarding our community’s issues in consideration when voting.

President of the National Assembly of Serbia, Maja Gojković scheduled the loal elections in Belgrade 
during second half of January, to be held on March 4th, 2018. In accordence with the Law on Local 
Elections, electoral lists should be turned into the City Electoral Commission (Gradska izborna komisija - 
GIK)
at least 15 days before the election date. Belgrade Mayor is not elected directly, but by the committee 
members of the Belgrade City Parliament, and there are 110 committee members. City Electoral 
Commission held their conference on February 23rd 2018. Their Decision on Complete Electoral List 

5displays 24 electoral lists in total,  compared with the last local elections in Belgrade in 2014 – with 23 
lists in participation back then. 

5 , visited 25. 2. 2018.http://www.beograd.rs/images/file/de84061ab8b05079d531e99ca59adab2_3137183430.pdf
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4Experiences of and barriers to participation in public and political life for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people; 
 Report to the Government Equalities Office, 2010.

http://www.beograd.rs/images/file/de84061ab8b05079d531e99ca59adab2_3137183430.pdf


WE VOTE, TOO!
Idea for the platform „ We Vote, Too! “ appeared in the group of activists of (For The Record!) Da se zna! 
during presidential elections of 2017. As an organization devoted to cooperation with institutions of 
authority, we decided to go a step further and motivate political parties and candidates to define their 
standpoints regarding LGBTTIQA community related issues. We also wanted to face them with the fact 
that LGBTTIQA community would certainly consider those standpoints when taking considerations on 
who to vote for. Besides members of LGBTTIQA community themselves, there is a decent part of wider 
public who care about this marginalized group’s position in society, who would take those standpoints in 
consideration too. 
Knowing that regular local elections in Belgrade are scheduled for 2018, we decided to raise the “We 
Vote, Too!” platform to the next level. So, we did not reach only to the political parties and candidates 
themselves. We approached LGBTTIQA community via digital communication technologies this time. 
Throughout the whole campaign, we tried to motivate LGBTTIQA community to vote and to openly state 
their positions on LGBTTIQA related issues. During the pre-elections campaign, we held the public 
debate with the representatives of those electoral lists more interested in cooperation. A report regarding 
activities related to local elections of 2018 was published in a press conference on March the 1st, 2018. 

Questionnaire for the LGBTTIQA Community

We aimed to research further into the standpoints of LGBTTIQA community members in regards of 
politics during this campaign, so we presented a questionnaire with 5 crucial questions that we 
distributed via social networks. We designed this questionnaire with the aim of finding out how 
LGBTTIQA community members decide who to vote for (if they vote at all) as well as to present the 
results to the wider public, political parties and candidates. Out of 131 responses, we found out that 
LGBTTIQA community tend to vote in bigger overall percent than general population, as 76.3% of 
community members intend to vote, while those not willing to vote state that elections are rigged, that all 
candidates are the same and that their vote would not change much. We should also mention that 
members of the transgender community do not intend to vote, as their documents do not represent them 
in adequate manner, which could further cause discrimination and public humiliation in the voting spot. 
That is one more example of how discriminated against and marginalized transgender people are in this 
society.
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Results of the Online 
Questionnaire for the Community

1. Do you intend to vote on the 
incoming elections in Belgrade?

2. Are you familiar with the 
participating electoral lists and 
participating candidates?

3. Do you pay attention to candidate’s 
affirmative standpoints on LGBTTIQA 
people when considering who to vote 
for?

4. Do you consider openly LGBTTIQA 
candidates in the electoral lists to be 
important?

5. Da se zna! Team started campaign 
titled „Podrška kuću gradi“ (“Support 
that Builds the House”) to get a space 
from the City of Belgrade in which 
legal and psychological support to 
LGBTTIQA people could be provided. 
Do you recognize a public interest in 
this campaign? 

NO 21,4%

UNDECIDED 2,3%

YES 76,3%

YES 71,8%

NO 28,2%

YES 86,3%

NO 13,7%

YES 76,9%

NO 23,1%

YES 91,8%

NO 9,2%
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Our team has created a questionnaire aimed at electoral lists with 8 direct questions we declared 
important for the position of LGBTTIQA population in Serbia. Out of 24 lists, we made contacts with 17, 
mostly via their internet presentations (websites and social media pages). As some parties did not have 
such presentations, we made personal contacts with their staff. 7 lists were not available for any kind of 
contact, which is a huge 30% - that proves political culture of Serbia is still such that participants in 
political scene tend to withdraw from general public and open dialogue.   Even the parties we made 
contacts with were unwilling to respond to questionnaire on multiple occasions, asking for authorization 
and additional clarifications regarding the questionnaire, which was a time consuming process. Nine 
parties out of 17 contacted were willing to fulfill the questionnaire. Others justified the lack of response 
with their busy time schedule, leaving only the Russian Party open about not willing to respond as they 
not only don’t know how to do it, but they don’t even consider it of any importance. All the parties that did 
respond to the questionnaire have favorable or relatively favorable views regarding LGBTTIQA 
community and it’s issues, with only one exception – Zavetnici (The Pledge Takers) responded to our 
questionnaire, although they stand openly against LGBTIQA rights and activism since their establishing 
moment.  Lists that did not respond, thus display a huge lack of interest in LGBTTIQA population’s 
issues. It is particularly alarming that the big parties of the regime in power at this time, being Srpska 
Napredna Stranka (Serbian Progressive Party – SNS) and Socijalistička partija Srbije (Socialist Party of 
Serbia – SPS) were not keen enough on responding to our questionnaire, even with their huge resources 
and our multiple attempts to contact them.

List of questions

1. Are there any openly LGBTTIQA people on the electoral list of your party?
2. Do you think it is important for LGBTTIQA people to participate in city government? In what specific 

areas? 
3. What are your intentions regarding increase in social integration of LGBTTIQA population and how do 

you intend to minimize discrimination and violence that said community in Belgrade suffers from?
4.In late 2017 our team has started a campaign titled „Podrška kuću gradi“ (“The Support that Builds the 

House”), with the idea to get a space for provision of psychological and legal support to LGBTTIQA 

people on disposal from the City of Belgrade. Do you see this initiative as something of public interest and 

would you support such a project? 
5. Should the city budget of Belgrade be in part dedicated to support LGBTTIQA community, and if it 

should, for what specific purposes? 
6. What are your intentions regarding school bullying motivated by homophobia and transphobia in 

Belgrade? 
7. Is there a specific part of your program or platform, that mentions improvement of the quality of life of 

LGBTTIQ community? What part it is and what does it say? 
8. Is your party or electoral list ready to publically support events that turn public attention to problems 

of LGBTTIQA community in Serbia?  

7
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Results of the Questionnaire 
for the Committee Members List

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

We contacted 17 out of 24 electoral lists that 
submitted their official participation documents until 
January 16th, 2018.

9 out of 17 contacted participants answered our 
questionnaire. 

4 out of 9 lists have candidates for Committee 
Members who are open about being members of 
LGBTTIQA community.  

7 out of 9 lists state that official position of their staff 
finds political participation of LGBTTIQA people in 
city government important.

2 out of 9 lists state that they don’t see public 
interest  in te initiative of  association to Da Se Zna!
get a space from the city that could be used to 
provide legal and psychological support to LGBTTIQA 
people victimized by violence and discrimination.  

Amazingly, 8 parties consider that city of Belgrade 
should financially support LGBTTIQA community.

Only one in 3 lists have parts of their platform 
specifically targeting LGBTTIQA people and 
improvement of the quality of their lives. 

Only one out of 9 lists is neither ready nor willing to 
support LGBTTIQA related public events.



Democratic Party (DS), Social-Democratic Party (SDS), 
New Party (NOVA), Green Environmentalist Party (ZEP ‒ Zeleni) 

Let’s Liberate Belgrade

The coalition between Demokratska stranka (Democratic Party), Socijaldemokratska stranka (Social 
Democratic Party), Nova stranka (New Party – NOVA) and Zelena ekološka partija (Green 
Environmentalist Party) participate in the city electrions of 2018 under the slogan „Da oslobodimo 
Beograd“(“Let’s Liberate Belgrade”).

This coalition states that they have no openly LGBTTIQA candidates, as in their opinion “coming out as a 
member of said community in Serbia is more of an individual isolated case than a usual part of political 
discourse”.  Their response includes the explanation that their desire is to create a society in which 
“coming out and participation in politics is a matter of personal choice, rather than an act of courage”.

They also recognize the importance of political participation for the members of LGBTTIQA community 
and they say that tolerance is “one of the biggest guarantees of social modernization”.  
 
They also state that they plan taking time to get a comprehensive picture on the position  of LGBTTIQA 
population and that they would cooperate with LGBTTIQA organizations in order to provide larger scale 
social integration of the people in LGBTTIQA community. Their response also states that working with the 
organizations of civil society is the first step towards “liberation of Belgrade from intolerance”. This 
coalition openly supports providing psychological and legal support to the members of LGBTTIQA 
population who are victims of discrimination and violence, seeing such campaigns as projects of public 
interest.   Increase of the city funding for LGBTTIQA support systems is also included in the answer we 
got from this coalition. It is believed by members of this coalition that education and more efficient 
legislation are the ways to prevent bullying motivated by homophobia and transphobia. 

Representative of the coalition stated in the answer given to us that “protection of citizen’s rights and 
freedoms is not only a part of their program regarding LGBTTIQA community, but a core foundational 
value of theirs”.

For years they have supported activities that bring attention to the problems of LGBTTIQA population 
and they continue to do so by creating policies and proposing laws that would make our society more 
tolerant. 

9
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Aleksandar Šapić ‒ The Mayor

Aleksandar Šapić, president of the most populated municipality in Serbia also takes part in these 
elections. In an interview he had given previously, he claims his 9-year long experience in local politics as 
good enough qualification to be the Mayor of Belgrade. 
 
His campaign staff state in the response to our questionnaire that they don’t have any openly LGBTTIQA 
individuals proposed as candidates, and that they are not aware of any “people of homosexual or 
bisexual orientation being the part of their electoral list”. 

On the issue of political participation of LGBTTIQA people, his answer states that sexual orientation 
should not be a factor based on which anyone should be discriminated against. Nevertheless, he states 
that nobody should be privileged in any way due to one’s sexual orientation, either. 

He stated in his response that – regarding social integration – LGBTTIQA community should “develop a 
wiser strategy” and that “constant cries for attention do not result in desired ways”. He states that 
“people of homosexual and bisexual orientation should “live their lives like all other people”. 
  
On the issue of psychological and legal support, representatives of this campaign state that “they don’t 
understand the desire to stand out of the crowd but not be discriminated against”, but then they claim 
that “nobody should be discriminated against based on their sexual orientation”.  

Supporters of this campaign believe that Belgrade city government should support manifestations 
dedicated to LGBTTIQA population, especially the manifestations that are of bigger importance. They 
have no part of political program devoted to LGBTTIQA population as they claim that members of said 
community are not that different from all other people. In their response, it’s said that they are willing to 
support all public events of interest LGBTTIQA citizens, and that LGBTTIQA people should be “allowed to 
live their own lives freely, instead of being publically stigmatized and humiliated”. 
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Marko Bastać ‒ What on Earth Are You doing?

The list called “What on Earth Are You doing? – Marko Bastać” participates under the number 6, with their 
candidate for Mayor being  Marko Bastać“. President of the Stari Grad municipality (Old Downtown), 
former Democratic Party member formed his citizen group just before the elections, and then he 
promised  to “consult experts when deciding on problem solving, create sustainable policies for the city 
and design support programs for minority groups “.

As he states, his list does have openly LGBTTIQA people as their candidates. Participation of LGBTTIQA 
people is important for them, as they state that every social group should have their representatives in 
their city government. Their response clearly underlines the importance of work with LGBTTIQA people 
victimized by violence and discrimination as a matter of public interest, and they say that city budget 
should in part be dedicated to projects that “promote equality and provide supports for ones victimized 
by violence and discrimination”.   They already do, as they say, undertake a project aimed to minimize 
bullying. That project is being undertaken in cooperation with UNICEF and they propose appointing a 
police officer in schools, as well as introduction of panic buttons. They base these programs on the idea 
that government “should be obliged and willing to recognize needs of everyone living in Belgrade”, and 
that in and of itself means LGBTTIQA population is included.  Representatives of this list state that they 
are willing to support events that turn public attention to the issues LGBTTIQA people face in the society. 
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Enough Was Enough and Dveri

This Regime Should Go, Previous Regime Should not Return

Coalition between “Dosta je bilo” (Enough was Enough!) and Srpski Sabor Dveri (Serbian Convocation of 
Dveri) was one of the biggest surprises of this election, considering the huge disagreements in political 
attitudes between these two parties. 

As claimed in their response to the questionnaire given by „Da se zna!“, the joined list of these two parties 
has openly LGBTTIQA people among their candidates.  They claim that being a member of LGBTTIQA 
community should not be a discriminating factor in participation in city government. They also state 
being supportive of the participation of LGBTTIQA people in fight against parties monopolizing the 
government and politics, saying that they see members of LGBTTIQA population as “devoted to the ideas 
of equality, justice and social transparency”. 

As of their support to LGBTTIQA organizations coming from the City Government, they state that in their 
opinion, socially responsible projects aiming to humanize society are welcome, and that they would see 
logistical and financial support of such projects as justified. 

As their response on the issue of school bullying, they claim that those problems could be solved with 
dialogue and education, and they state that members of LGBTTIQA population are equal members of our 
society, on whom they aim their 20 steps program that aims to resolve this very issue.

They also stated their support for the adoption of children by LGBTTIQA couples, although they say that 
such a topic should be disputed on the National Parliament level. 

On the public events that aim to draw attetention to the social position of LGBTTIQWA community, they 
also state their absolute readiness for cooperation and participation. Their response includes that „Dosta 
je bilo“ party has their LGBT forum, as well as that their representatives were always present during Pride 
March, with the intention to continue such practice. 
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 Pledge Takers ‒ Belgrade Has the Power

„Zavetnici“ (The Pledge Takers) define themselves as political organization acting “in the best interest of 
Serbia as a country and Serbian nation”. Their program does not mention any human rights issues, 
LGBTTIQA population included.  

Their answers to the questions from the questionnaire sent by Da Se Zna! Clearly state that they have no 
openly LGBTTIQA candidates on their list. They do not see sexual orientation as an issue that should be 
of matter to city governing. They claim discrimination against LGBTTIQA population “nonexistent” saying 
that Belgrade is “a free city where all diversity is accepted”. They claim that discrimination “only appears 
as a response to the aggressive campaigns of non-government organizations” for which they claim that 
“such campaigns are opposed to traditional values of Serbian society”. They stand against public 
financing of non-government organizations (LGBTTIQA organizations included), because they state that 
“no group should be favored in comparison to the other groups”. Asked if they would support events that 
deal with the position of LGBTTIQA population, they say that “such events only cause division among 
population” and that those events “insult traditional and religious feelings of the majority”. Their 
representatives call upon all citizens to “respect the country’s constitutional order and historical heritage, 
without paying attention to their personal differences”.
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Dragan Đilas ‒ Belgrade Elects, People Win!

Dragan Đilas, former Belgrade Mayor decided to re-enter race for the mayor once again, the intent he 
published in an interview for “NIN” in December 2017. His slogan is “Belgrade Elects, People Vin!”, his 
electoral number is 11 and he has support from multiple opposition parties and initiatives.  

They say in their response that they have no information about openly LGBTTIQA people being in their 
list of candidates, but that besides general importance of LGBTTIQA population’s political participation, 
what matters the most is one’s personal competence in the area of politics.
As on social integrations of LGBTTIQA people, they desire to create society “without discrimination based 
on any personal characteristic”, but they also underline importance of timely and adequate reaction in 
cases of violence.

Any effort in regards of legal and psychological support of LGBTTIQA victims of violence and 
discrimination is seen by this initiative as a work of greater public interest, and should as such be 
supported by local self-government. When it comes to the financial support of LGBTTIQA organizations, 
they state that city budget should include care for all vulnerable groups, LGBTTIQA population included.

In regards of bullying issue, they intend to establish Center for prevention of bullying, if they come to 
power. In their program, they state as their mission to “create a society without discrimination based on 
any personal characteristic”.  This electoral list would support any event that focuses the public attention 
on the social position of LGBTTIQA community.
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Initiative against Drowning of Belgrade
Yellow Duck Initiative – Whose City? Our City!

Ksenija Radovanović

Initiative “Against Drowning of Belgrade” was first publically acknowledged after organizing protests 
against building demolition in Hercegovacka Street on multiple occasions. This initiative states as it’s 
mission to gather individuals and organizations “interested in culture, urban policies, balanced city 
development and responsible, justified usage of common resources”. They announced their participation 
in the elections halfway through 2017, and they officially confirmed participation on January 31st, 2018.
 
They claim having openly LGBTTIQA people as their candidates in their response, but that political 
participation is important for everyone, regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity. They also 
say that political participation of LGBTTIQA people is especially important in the issues of specific concern 
for their daily lives.
 
As of the issue of greater social integration of LGBTTIQA individuals in the society and decreasing the 
discrimination, in their response, their staff members announce their intent to create zero tolerance 
policies in response to violence, but also they state that they intend to include LGBTTIQA rights activists 
in relevant counseling institutions whose line of duty is eradication of violence and discrimination. 
 
This initiative and its members recognize the need of LGBTTIQA community to have their private 
separate space given at the disposal by the local governing unit, as well as the importance of funding the 
needs of LGBTTIQA community from the public budget. As their program goes, their fundamental value is 
enabling everyone’s participation in the politics – thus automatically including members of the LGBTTIQA 
community. Their activists are present on every Pride March and they state their active participation in 
promotion of various LGBTTIQA related events through their communication platforms.arious LGBTGBTGB TIQA TTIQA T related events through their communication platforms.platforms.platf
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The Green Party 
What Would You Like Belgrade to Be? Think.

The Green Party is an environmentalist party that is devoted to preservation and creation of safe and 
healthy surrounding. They  participate the elections under the number 16 and with a slogan “What 
Would You Like Belgrade to Be? Think.”

Regarding eventuality that there are LGBTTIQA candidates in their list, they say that they “did not 
research into this type of issue”, but that they have support network for LGBT population and that they 
fully support freedom of expression regarding sexual orientation since the establishment of the party.
Their official opinion on political participation of LGBTTIQA people is that in the field of politics one’s 
sexual orientation is not of key importance, as they believe that “every individual’s personal qualities 
could be used to contribute the system aiming for the greater good”. Instead, they state that education is 
key to better integration of the LGBTTIQA individuals in the society and they invite the experts in various 
areas related to these issues to contribute the fight for LGBTTIQA rights with their knowledge and 
expertise.  

Their response on the question regarding the campaign of Da Se Zna! To get a hold of space that could 
be used to provide psychological and legal support to LGBTTIQA individuals who were victims of violence 
and discrimination, this party included in the response that they are “open for every opportunity to 
provide support and cooperate” when it comes to the ideas that benefit communities at risk and 
contribute to breaking taboos. On funding LGBTTIQA related projects from the budget, they state that 
they are ready to support any and every good project that benefits the society, which would include 
projects of interest of the LGBTTIQA community by definition.

Their response in regards of the growing issue of bullying contains multiple suggestions: education on 
the subjects, establishing the institution of school monitors, preventive work, but also harsher 
punishment of the perpetrators.  Their program states clear and undivided support for LGBTTIQA 
community. The representative of the Green Party also states in the response that they cooperate with 
European Green Party in terms related to LGBTTIQA community. According to this answer, any and every 
manifestation aiming to improve LGBTTIQA population’s position can count on Green Party Support, as it 
has always been the case.
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Liberal Democratic Party 
New Faces – New Hope for Belgrade

Liberal Democratic Party was established in 2005, after  Čedomir Jovanović was excluded from the 
Democratic Party. In their response to our questionnaire, they state that their whole manifesto (that 
would be published on their website called novalica.rs.) is dedicated to improvement of quality of life for 
members of the LGBTTIQA population.  

Their list called „Nova lica – nova nada Beograda“ (“New Faces – New Hope for Belgrade”) includes, as 
stated by members of the party, two openly LGBTTIQA people, as well as plenty of people who are 
members of the party, and who support fight for LGBTTIQA rights for years. Those people were part of 
the team that organized many manifestations and events regarding LGBTTIQA topics. In regards of 
political participation of LGBTTIQA people, they say that “symbolical appointments of LGBT people to 
public functions do not bring core changes that are necessary”, pointing to the experience with current 
Prime Minister Ana Brnabić. They recognize their responsibility in removing “all barriers that members of 
minority groups face when running for public positions”.

Regarding social integration of LGBTTIQA people, they plan education for public officials, and they say 
that Belgrade should lead in “removing barriers for transgender people”. LDP supports all civil sector 
initiatives aiming to help the position of LGBTTIQA community, and they say that financial support is 
needed and necessary, but not enough.  They think that in regards of bullying, the crucial thing would be 
to “break out of the conspiracy of silence surrounding bullying motivated by homophobia and 
transphobia” and that it is also of the key importance to remove homophobic and transphobic content 
from schoolbooks. As the support for LGBTTIQA themed events goes, they state that they do just that for 
last 12 years and that they were always “the loudest party when speaking of the problems of LGBTTIQA 
community”.                                               
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CONCLUSION

Based on the experience with this year’s campaign, we are faced with multiple conclusions. The first one 
is that political parties in Serbia are still not cooperative enough with civil society organizations, which is a 
vital factor for the health of public institutions and institution of democracy. Democracy in Serbia is thus, 
compared by global standards, still seen as „defective“. 

The fact that encourages us is that majority of the responding parties find financial support of LGBTTIQA 
initiatives important and that they would be ready to support public events drawing attention to this 
marginalized group and position of LGBTTIQA people in society.  

We also see it as an important thing that big part of the lists that have responded have openly LGBTTIQA 
people in their staff. Unfortunately, most of them do not have particular chapters in their programs and 
platforms aimed at the LGBTTIQA community and improvement of this population’s quality of life. 
Although many claim their programs relate to all people, LGBTTIQA community included, practice 
teaches us that vulnerable groups need special attention when being dealt with, as these groups often 
face challenges non-equal to those of majority. 

Most concerning is that the biggest and most powerful political parties in Serbia did not find it appropriate 
to even respond to our questionnaire – by that we first mean Srpska Napredna Stranka (Serbian 
Progressive Party – ruling party at this point in time). Lack of interest and failing to see the problems 
LGBTTIQA people face in society can cause further social distancing and deepening of the discrimination.
Da se zna! association will continue motivating political parties to share their standpoints on LGBTTIQA 
related issues, while at the same time trying to empower the community itself, as well as taking steps to 
bring general public’s awareness how important it is to consider their candidate’s standpoints on 
LGBTTIQA issues when voting. 

LGBTTIQA community makes on average 10% of the population – as such, a it is a big part of the 
electorate – and we aim to present that fact clearly to the politicians, as well as to the community itself. By 
that we aim to encourage participants in the sphere of politics to create political programs, campaigns, 
platforms, public speeches and public appearances with LGBTTIQA population in mind, knowing that 

WE VOTE, TOO!   WE VOTE, TOO!   



Belgrade, February 2018.

WE VOTE, TOO!

This publication was made with the support of ILGA-Europe within its Creating Opportunities programme. The 
opinions expressed in the document do not necessarily reflect any official position of ILGA-Europe.

Tina Piskulidis
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